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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: - 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 

Enclosed is a copy of the International Search Report dated February 3, 2004 in a 
related PCT Application No. PCT/JP03/15173 together with the references cited therein, 
namely, JP 2002-351355; JP 2003-086356; and JP 2003-345267. 

Applicants requests the examiners attention to the following: 

JP 2003-086356 is in the same family as U.S. Publication Nos. 2003/0034497 

and 2003/0057422. 

JP 2003-345267 is in the same family as U.S. Publication No. 2003/0222334. 
It is requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 be considered and made of record in 
the above-identified application. To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this 
form be returned to the undersigned. 




Examiner: Not yet assigned 
Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 



NVA294031.1 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this filing 
which may be required now, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-2380. 
(740756-2677) 



NIXON PEABODY LLP 
Suite 900 

401 9 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2128 

Telephone: (202) 585-8000 



Respectfully submitted, 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 
901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional), 
attached. 



1 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
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